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  Queen                                                         

  Anne’s                                                  

  County
                                                     

Department of Planning and Zoning  

110 Vincit Street, Suite 104
Centreville, MD 21617

Telephone Planning: (410) 758-1255

Telephone Permits: (410) 758-4088

Fax Planning: (410) 758-2905

Fax Permits: (410) 758-3972

SOLAR ARRAYS BUILDING PERMIT
SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION
1.  Property owner's name, address and phone number.
· If property is under contract, one copy of the signed contract of sale.

· If applicable, approval from community association or developer is recommended. (Please note:  Queen Anne's County Planning & Zoning does not enforce any covenants or community association rules or regulations. If your association is registered with this office your permit maybe held for 30 days awaiting comments from the association.)

2.  Two (2) copies of plot plan, drawing or survey showing: 

· Lot dimensions on all sides.

· Approximate location all existing structures on the property including well and septic system; Public systems show location of existing or proposed water and sewer service lines. 
· For ground mounted arrays, show length & width of arrays and distance to property lines.
3.  Two (2) sets of the building plans showing: locations of arrays on structure or ground, if roof mounted, structural analysis for roof load; building plans must be sealed by a Maryland licensed engineer. Seals must be original. (Copies not accepted). Plans must show compliance with the current building codes. IRC 2015 EDITION see attached
4. An electrical permit from a Queen Anne’s County licensed electrician. 
THE FOLLOWING APPROVALS ARE REQUIRED PRIOR TO ISSUANCE OF BUILDING PERMITS

· Zoning approval Department of Planning & Zoning 758-4088.
· Plan review approval  - Building Inspector
· Electrical permit is required on all permits. The electrician must file electrical permit before building permit will be issued.

PLEASE ALLOW 10 TO 12 WORKING DAYS FOR THE PERMIT APPLICATION TO BE APPROVED

CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY

OCCUPANCY:   Please be advised that you as the owner are responsible for seeing that all inspections have been completed. If you have any questions. DO NOT HESITATE TO CALL THE PERMIT OFFICE AT 410-758-4088. The occupancy process is started the day you request your final inspection unless you notify this office earlier.

· Final Building – owner/builder should call 410-822-8300 or 1-800-242-6342.

· Final Electrical – electrician MUST CALL 410-822-8300 or 1-800-242-6342.

· Zoning – location of structure is checked to ensure the minimum setbacks are met and 3” numbers are posted on house and/or mailbox.

ALL OF THE ABOVE INSPECTIONS MUST BE APPROVED TO OBTAIN A FINAL CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY. 
SECTION 324 SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS
R324.1 General. Solar energy systems shall comply with the provisions of this section.
R324.2 Solar thermal systems. Solar thermal systems shall be designed and installed in accordance with Chapter 23 and

The International Fire Code.

R324.3 Photovoltaic systems. Photovoltaic systems shall be designed and installed in accordance with Sections R324.3.1 through R324.7.2.5 and NFPA 70. Inverters shall be listed and labeled in accordance with UL 1741. Systems connected to the utility grid shall use inverters listed for utility interaction. 
R324.3.1 Equipment listings. Photovoltaic panels and modules shall be listed and labeled in accordance with UL 1703.
R324.4 Rooftop-mounted photovoltaic systems. Rooftop mounted photovoltaic panel systems installed on or above the roof covering shall be designed and installed in accordance with Section R907.
R324.4.1 Roof live load. Roof structures that provide support for photovoltaic panel systems shall be designed for applicable roof live load. The design of roof structures need not include roof live load in the areas covered by photovoltaic panel systems. Portions of roof structures not covered by photovoltaic panels shall be designed for roof live load. Roof structures that provide support for photovoltaic panel systems shall be designed for live load, LR, for the load case where the photovoltaic panel system is not present.
R324.5 Building-integrated photovoltaic systems. Building- integrated photovoltaic systems that serve as roof coverings shall be designed and installed in accordance with Section R905.  
R324.5.1 Photovoltaic shingles. Photovoltaic shingles shall comply with Section R905.16.
R324.6 Ground-mounted photovoltaic systems. Ground mounted photovoltaic systems shall be designed and installed in accordance with Section R301.
R324.6.1 Fire separation distances. Ground-mounted photovoltaic systems shall be subject to the fire separation distance requirements determined by the local jurisdiction.
R324.7 Access and pathways. Roof access, pathways and spacing requirements shall be provided in accordance with Sections R324.7.1 through R324.7.2.5. 
Exceptions:

1. Detached garages and accessory structures to one and two-family dwellings and townhouses, such as

Parking shade structures, carports, solar trellises and similar structures.

2. Roof access, pathways and spacing requirements need not be provided where an alternative ventilation

Method approved by the code official has been provided or where the code official has determined that vertical ventilation techniques will not be employed. 
R324.7.1 Roof access points. Roof access points shall be located in areas that do not require the placement of ground ladders over openings such as windows or doors, and located at strong points of building construction in locations where the access point does not conflict with overhead obstructions such as tree limbs, wires or signs. 
R324.7.2 Solar photovoltaic systems. Solar photovoltaic systems shall comply with Sections R324.7.2.1 through R324.7.2.5.

R324.7.2.1 Size of solar photovoltaic array. Each photovoltaic array shall be limited to 150 feet by 150 feet (45 720 by 45 720 mm). Multiple arrays shall be separated by a clear access pathway not less than 3 feet (914 mm) in width.

R324.7.2.2 Hip roof layouts. Panels and modules installed on dwellings with hip roof layouts shall be located in a manner that provides a clear access pathway not less than 3 feet (914 mm) in width from the eave to the ridge on each roof slope where panels and modules are located. The access pathway shall be located at a structurally strong location on the building capable of supporting the live load of fire fighters accessing the roof.
Exception: These requirements shall not apply to roofs with slopes of 2 units vertical in 12 unit’s horizontal (16.6 percent) and less.
R324.7.2.3 Single ridge roofs. Panels and modules installed on dwellings with a single ridge shall be located in a manner that provides two, 3-foot-wide (914 mm) access pathways from the eave to the ridge on each roof slope where panels or modules are located.

Exception: This requirement shall not apply to roofs with slopes of 2 units vertical in 12 units horizontal (16.6 percent) and less.
R324.7.2.4 Roofs with hips and valleys. Panels and modules installed on dwellings with roof hips or valleys shall not be located less than 18 inches (457 mm) from a hip or valley where panels or modules are to be placed on both sides of a hip or valley. Where panels are to be located on one side only of a hip or valley that is of equal length, the 18-inch (457 mm) clearance does not apply.
Exception: These requirements shall not apply to roofs with slopes of 2 units vertical in 12 units horizontal (16.6 percent) and less.
R324.7.2.5 Allowance for smoke ventilation operations. Panels and modules installed on dwellings shall not be located less than 3 feet (914 mm) below the roof ridge to allow for fire department smoke ventilation operations.
Exception: Where an alternative ventilation method approved by the code official has been provided or where the code official has determined that vertical ventilation techniques will not be employed, clearance from the roof ridge is not required.

SECTION R909 ROOFTOP-MOUNTED PHOTOVOLTAIC PANEL SYSTEMS
R909.1 General. The installation of photovoltaic panel systems that are mounted on or above the roof covering shall comply with this section, Section R324 and NFPA 70.
R909.2 Structural requirements. Rooftop-mounted photovoltaic panel systems shall be designed to structurally support the system and withstand applicable gravity loads in accordance with Chapter 3. The roof upon which these systems are installed shall be designed and constructed to support the loads imposed by such systems in accordance with Chapter 8.
R909.3 Installation. Rooftop-mounted photovoltaic systems shall be installed in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions. Roof penetrations shall be flashed and sealed in accordance with this chapter. 
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