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  Queen                                                         

  Anne’s                                                  

  County
                                                     

Department of Planning & zoning  

110 Vincit Street, Suite 104
Centreville, MD 21617

Telephone Permits: (410) 758-4088

Fax Permits: (410) 758-3972

SIGN PERMITS

THE FOLLOWING IS NEEDED WHEN APPLYING FOR A SIGN PERMIT:


Freestanding Signs
Wall or Protection Signs

1. Queen Anne’s County Zoning Certificate
1. Queen Anne’s County Zoning Certificate

2. Three (3) copies of a site plan of the property showing
2. An elevation of the building showing 

property lines, buildings, and where the sign is to be located.
where the sign is to be located.

3. Two (2) scale drawings of the sign showing length, width,
3. Two (2) scale drawings of the sign showing the length  
   and height of the sign and what the sign says.
 width, and height of the sign & sign message. 

All freestanding signs shall have an architectural base or a landscaped area consisting of low shrubs, ornamental 

grasses, or similar vegetation at the base of the sign that is at least as long as the sign face area  and  a minimum of 
four feet in width.  A freestanding sign support may not consist of bare poles or posts entering the ground.

The following standards apply to the UC, SC, SI, LIHS,  TC, WVC, SIBE  and VC zoning districts.

Development Site
Maximum freestanding sign surface area

0-24,999 sq.ft. gfa or 0-299 ft. linear road frontage
150 sq. ft.

25,000-49,999 sp. ft. gfa or 300-499 ft. linear road frontage
200 sq. ft.

50,000 sq. ft. gfa or 500 more ft. linear road frontage
250 sq. ft

Distance of sign to nearest property line
Maximum Heights
At property line-24 ft.
20 ft.

25-49 ft. setback
25 ft.

50 ft. setback or larger
30 ft.

Gross floor area of individual use
Maximum wall or protection sign surface area 

0-24,999 sq. ft.
60 sq. ft.

25,000-49,999 sq. ft.
80 sq. ft.

50,000 or larger sq. ft.
100 sq. ft.

Electronic Signs, including light-emitting diode (‘‘LED’’) signs, are permitted as freestanding signs

subject to the following limitations No electronic sign shall exceed sixty (60) square feet of the maximum freestanding sign surface area The applicant shall provide written certification from the sign manufacturer that the light intensity has been preset not to exceed a maximum illumination of 7500 nits during daylight hours and a maximum illumination of 750 nits for the time period between sunset and sunrise as measured from the sign’s face at maximum brightness and the intensity level is protected from end-user manipulation by password protected software or other appropriate methods.

The following standards apply to the AG, CS, E, SE, SR, UR, & NC, zoning districts: a legally nonresidential development site (single or multiple use site) is allowed a maximum 35 square feet of freestanding sign surface area.  Maximum height of freestanding sign is ten (10) feet.

Sign permit fee $55.00 – Any electrical wiring to any sign requires an electrical permit from a Queen Anne’s County licensed electrician before the sign permit will be issued. Zoning certificate applications forms can be found at qac.org .

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE CONTACT THIS OFFICE AT THE ABOVE NUMBER. 
UPDATE 10/25/14

