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ANIMAL CONTROL COMMISSION
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Email: animalcontrolcommission@qac.org
 Commission Attorney: Patrick Thompson, Esquire
QUEEN ANNE’S COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL COMMISSION MINUTES

April 5, 2022


The Queen Anne’s County Animal Control Commission met virtually via GoToMeeting on Tuesday, April 5, 2022, at 10:00 A.M.  
1. Hearing – Ruddie v. Landis/Bradford – The Public Hearing began at 10:07 A.M. The following Commissioners were present: Robert Mueller, Tom Gannon, Jennifer Nowak, and Kathy Trotter.

Also present for this hearing were Lori Morris, Assistant Chief of Special Operations - Department of Emergency Services; Marie Parker, Department of Emergency Services; Patrick Thompson, Esq., Commission Attorney; Sharon Brinster, Esq., Assistant Attorney; Stan Ruddie, Plaintiff; Donna Landis, Defendant; Robert Bradford, Defendant. 

Chairman Mueller described the process and procedures for the hearing.  Patrick Thompson Esq., Commission Attorney, administered the oath to Stan Ruddie, Donna Landis and Robert Bradford at 10:11 A.M.

Stan Ruddie testified regarding his Complaint. He said that he wished to pursue only the violations of Sections 9-17 and 9-18 and dismiss Sections 9-19 and 9-22. He described photos and videos submitted with his Complaint, including the dates they were taken. He detailed his previous formal and informal complaints to the Queens Landing Council of Unit Owners.

Robert Bradford said he received the Complaint and fully responded in writing. He said he received a letter from the Queens Landing Manager last year and detailed his compliance since then. He described his procedure for leashing Hootie in his front yard prior to walks.

Donna Landis described her routine leashing Kylie inside the house before walks. She also testified that while she was on the Queens Landing Covenants Committee Mr. Ruddie’s complaint was not provided to the Committee.

Mr. Bradford and Ms. Landis affirmed that their dogs are vaccinated for rabies, registered, and microchipped.

The Public Hearing ended at 10:53 A.M. and the Commission went into Closed Session at 10:53 A.M for the purpose of deliberation and decision in the matter of Ruddie v. Landis/ Bradford. A copy of the Decision Letter is attached hereto and labeled as “Exhibit A”. The closed session ended at 11:02 A.M

The Animal Control Commission recessed from 11:02 A.M. until 12:00 P.M.
2. Hearing – In Re: The Matter of Daisy (Inzer) The Public Hearing began at 12:02 P.M.  The following Commissioners were present: Robert Mueller, Tom Gannon, Jennifer Nowak, John McQueeney, and Kathy Trotter.  Also present for this hearing were Lori Morris, Assistant Chief of Special Operations - Department of Emergency Services; Marie Parker, Department of Emergency Services; Patrick Thompson, Esquire, Commission Attorney; and Sharon Brinster, Esquire, Assistant Attorney; Ramon Villatoro, Director of Animal Services; and Harley Inzer.
Patrick Thompson Esq., Commission Attorney, administered the oath to Harley Inzer at 12:04 P.M.

Chairman Mueller described the events that lead to the Commission filing the Complaint for Mr. Inzer’s Failure to Comply with their directives following the May 25, 2021, Animal Control Commission Hearing.

Patrick Thompson Esq., Commission Attorney, administered the oath to Ramon Villatoro, at 12:07 A.M.


Ramon Villatoro, Director of Animal Services, testified regarding the intake of Daisy at Animal Services as a stray and finding that she was not registered or microchipped.


Harley Inzer described the circumstances for his non-compliance with previous directives of the Commission. He testified that he purchased a kennel and installed spring door closures to ensure Daisy does not get out in the future. He also agreed to have Daisy registered and microchipped, and to use a secure leash when not in the kennel or house.

The Public Hearing ended at 12:21 P.M. and the Commission went into closed session for the purpose of deliberation and decision regarding The Matter of Daisy (Inzer). A copy of the Decision Letter is attached hereto and labeled as “Exhibit B”. 
3. Consultation – Animal Services – At the request of Ramon Villatoro, Director of Animal Services, the Commission provided consultation regarding “Lulu”. No formal action was taken by the Animal Control Commission.

The Closed Session ended at 1:03 P.M. and there being no further business to come before the Animal Control Commission, the meeting was adjourned.






RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,









Sharon Brinster






Sharon Brinster, Secretary
Animal Control Commission Hearing
April 5, 2022

EXHIBIT A

___________________________________________________________________________






April 6, 2022

Mr. Robert Bradford

Ms. Donna Landis

41C Queen Catherine Court

Chester, Maryland  21619







Re: Animal Control Complaint

Dear Mr. Bradford and Ms. Landis:


As you know, a virtual hearing was held on April 5, 2022, at 10:00 a.m. by the Queen Anne’s County Animal Control Commission with regard to the Complaint filed by Stan Ruddie with respect to your dogs, Hootie and Kiley.  This letter will serve as the official findings and decision of the Commission.


The Commission received testimony and evidence from Mr. Ruddie and from the two of you.  Mr. Ruddie began his presentation by requesting that several of his alleged violations be dismissed.  He pursued, however, the allegations that your animals were in violation of the Queen Anne’s County Animal Control Ordinance by being repeatedly at large, without proper restraint, and that they had urinated and defecated on the common areas of the Queen’s Landing Condominium.  Mr. Ruddie provided photographs and videos from January 2021 up to and including February and March of this year supporting his testimony.  He testified that, although there had been considerable improvement lately, your dogs had gotten into his trash repeatedly and are often at large in the common areas of the Condominium.   Mr. Ruddie stated that he had complained to the President of the Council of Unit Owners and to the Covenants Committee and Management Company.  He indicated his complaint had been “dismissed”.


You stated that you walk your dog two or three times a day, always on a leash.  You indicated, however, that you had been much more attentive since you received a letter from the Condominium Association and that you now only walk Hootie on a secure leash.  You indicated that both dogs are current on their rabies vaccinations.  Both you and Ms. Landis indicated that there had been occasions when the dogs had gotten loose.


Based on the testimony and evidence presented, the Commission declines to take any formal action at this time.  You are reminded, however, that the Queen Anne’s County Animal Control Ordinance requires that your animals be under restraint at all times when they are out of your condominium unit.  Section 9-17.A.(1).  “Under restraint” is defined in the County Ordinance as being “[s]ecured by a leash or lead or under the effective control of its owner or other responsible person.  ‘Under effective control’ as defined in this chapter, shall mean an animal must be at heel and directly beside its owner or custodian . . .”  Section 9-17.A(1)(a)[1].  Any further incidents involving your animals at large and not under restraint may result in more serious consequences.
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______________________________







Robert Mueller







Chairman

cc:
Stan Ruddie

Animal Control Commission Hearing

April 5, 2022

EXHIBIT B

___________________________________________________________________________







April 6, 2022

Mr. Harley Inzer

118 Char Nor Manor Road

Chestertown, Maryland 21620







Re: Animal Control Complaint

Dear Mr. Inzer:


As you know, a virtual hearing was held on April 5, 2022, by the Queen Anne’s County Animal Control Commission on an allegation that you had failed to comply with the prior decision of the Commission set forth in a letter dated May 25, 2021.  That decision required, inter alia, that your dog Daisy be under direct supervision and control if off your property and that she be registered and microchipped in accordance with animal control regulations.


The Commission received testimony from Ramon Villataro, Director of Animal Services for Queen Anne’s County, who testified that Daisy had been brought into the County animal shelter as a stray.  A citizen turned Daisy in and indicated she had been left outside and was running at large.  A check indicated that she was not microchipped or properly registered.


You indicated that you had been absent from the home for a large portion of the time since the Commissions decision in May of last year.  You indicated you had purchased a kennel to house Daisy when out of the house and had installed spring closures on the doors of your home.  You agreed to have Daisy microchipped and registered.  You stated that Daisy, when out of the house, would be either in the kennel or on a secure leash.


Based on the evidence and testimony provided, the Animal Control Commission determines that it will allow you to redeem Daisy from the Animal Welfare Center upon the following conditions:


1.
You shall pay the cost of microchipping, registering and vaccinating Daisy.


2.
You will allow the kennel to be inspected by Animal Control and will follow any directions they may make with respect thereto.


3.
Daisy will not be allowed off your property unless on a leash and under the effective control of a suitable adult.  When out of your house, Daisy shall either be confined in the kennel or on a leash.  You also agreed to have Daisy on a leash when moving her between your house and the kennel.  
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______________________________







Robert Mueller







Chairman

cc:
Ramon Villataro


